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steamers and were coming to investigate. My
companion crawled up to join me, and at once made
as if to fire on them, but I restrained him forcibly
and pulled him down under cover of the bank,
for the Gurkhas were still a long way downstream,
and it seemed to me unwise to advertise our presence
unnecessarily. The Arabs cantered nearer and
nearer until they were only a few hundred yards
away, and I was just wondering whether I had not
better jump in and swim to the opposite bank, when
a machine-gun on the approaching steamer put a
beautiful belt right into the middle of them at a
range of just under a mile, and they turned and
rode away.
As soon as the steamer came up, the Gurkhas
landed and advanced across the river-bend in
attack formation towards the distant village of
Daraji. Meanwhile the other steamer went on
round the bend and landed the Territorials on the
opposite bank for the chastisement; of Abu Risha.
Grim stories were afterwards told of this operation,
which was almost too successful for the kindly
hearts of the British troops engaged. Not that the
villagers did not deserve their fate, for they had
treacherously fired upon one of His Majesty's ships
at a time when they were professedly friendly to the
British, and they fired again without provocation
upon the advancing Territorials, but they made a
poor show when it came to the bayonet, and the
proportion of casualties was so unequal that it was
hardly reckoned a fight at all We had no real
fighting on our side of the river either, but it was
not very pleasant* Riding about on our right flank
and retiring before us were little troops of Arab
horsemen who fired at us continuous^ while white-